CIHM 
Microfiche 
Series 
(Monographs) 


ICMH 

Collection  de 
microfiches 
(monographies) 


m 


Canadian  Inatituta  for  Historical  Mliiroraproductiona  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microraproductioni  historiquea 


1996 


Technical  and  Biblioaraphic  Notes  /  Notes  tectinique  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best  original 
copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this  copy  which 
may  be  bibliographically  unique,  which  may  alter  any  of 
the  images  in  the  reproduction,  or  which  may 
significantly  change  the  u^ual  method  of  filming  are 
checked  below. 


D 

D 

D 
D 
0' 

0 

D 

n 

n 

n 


Coloured  covers  / 
Couverture  de  couleur 

Covers  damaged  / 
Couverture  endommagee 

Covers  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
Couverture  restauree  et/ou  pelliculee 

Cover  title  missing  /  Le  litre  de  couverture  manque 

Coloured  maps  /  Carles  geographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)  / 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations  / 
Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material  / 
ReliS  avec  d'autres  documents 

Only  edition  available  / 
Seule  edition  disponible 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin  /  La  reliure  serree  peut 
causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la  distorsion  le  long  de 
la  marge  intenejre. 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restorations  may  appear 
within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these  have 
been  omitted  from  filming  /  II  se  peut  que  certaines 
pages  blanches  ajoutees  lors  d'une  restauration 
apparaissent  dans  le  texte,  mais,  kirsque  cela  6tait 
possible,  ces  pages  n'ont  pas  et6  filmees. 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  examplaire  qu'il  lui  a 
eie  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details  de  cet  exem- 
plaire  qui  sent  peut-etre  uniques  du  point  de  vue  bibli- 
ographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier  une  image  reproduite, 
ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une  modifications  dans  la  meth- 
ode  normale  de  filmage  sont  Indiqu6s  ci-dessous. 

I      I      Coloured  pages  /  Pages  de  couleur 

I     I      Pages  damaged  /  Pages  endommagees 

I      I      Pages  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
Pages  restaurees  et/ou  pelliculees 

r^      Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed  / 

—  Pages  decolorees,  tachetees  ou  piquees 

I      I      Pages  detached  /  Pages  detachees 

[^      Showthrough  /  Transparence 

I      I      Quality  of  print  varies  / 

' — '      Qualite  inegale  de  I'impression 

I      i      Includes  supplementary  material  / 

—  Comprend  du  materiel  supplementaire 

r^  Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
' — '  slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  returned  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image  /  Les  pages 
totalement  ou  partieltement  obscurcies  par  un 
feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure,  etc.,  ont  ete  filmees 
a  nouveau  de  fa^on  a  obtenir  la  meilleure 
image  possible. 

I  I  Opposing  pages  with  varying  colouration  or 
' — '  discolourations  are  filmed  twice  to  ensure  the 
best  possible  image  /  Les  pages  s'opposant 
ayant  des  colorations  variables  ou  des  decol- 
orations sont  filmees  deux  fois  afin  d'obtenir  la 
meilleur  image  possible. 


D 


Additional  comments  / 
Commentaires  supplementaires: 


This  ittm  is  filmad  at  tht  riduction  ratio  cheeked  below/ 
Cm  document  est  fiime  au  taux  de  reduction  indique  et-dessous. 
10X  14X  18X 


m 


J 


XX 


26X 


KX 


Th«  copy  filmad  hart  hu  baan  rtproducad  thanki 
to  tha  ganarotity  of: 

National  Library  of  Canada 


L'axampltira  film*  fut  raproduit  grlce  1  la 
gAntroaiti  da: 

Blbliotheque  nationale  du  Canada 


Tha  imaga*  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  bail  quality 
poiiibia  conaidaring  tha  condition  and  lagibility 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  liaaping  with  tha 
filming  contract  tpacificationt. 


Laa  imagat  luivanta*  ont  M  raproduitas  avac  la 
plus  grand  soin,  eompta  tanu  da  la  condition  at 
da  la  nattata  da  raiampiaira  fllma,  at  an 
conformita  avac  laa  conditiona  du  contrat  da 
filmaga. 


Original  copiaa  in  printad  papar  covara  ara  fllmad 
baginning  with  tha  front  covar  and  anding  on 
tha  laat  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impraa- 
aion,  or  tha  bocit  covar  whan  appropriata.  All 
othar  original  copiaa  ara  filmad  baginning  on  tha 
firat  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impraa- 
tion.  and  anding  on  tha  laat  paga  with  a  printad 
or  illuatratad  impreaaion. 


Laa  axamplairaa  originaux  dont  la  eouvartura  an 
papiar  aat  imprimta  sont  filmis  an  eommancant 
par  la  pramiar  plat  at  an  tarminant  loit  par  la 
darnitra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'Impraaaion  ou  d'illuatration.  loit  par  la  lacond 
plat,  talon  la  cat.  Toua  laa  autras  axamplaira* 
originaux  aont  filmaa  an  commantani  par  la 
pramiAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'Impraaaion  ou  d'illuatration  at  an  tarminant  par 
la  darniAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  taiia 
amprainta. 


Tha  laat  racordad  frama  on  aach  microficha 
ahall  contain  tha  tymbol  ^^  (moaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  tha  lymbol  y  Imaaning  "END"), 
whichavar  appliaa. 


Un  daa  aymboiaa  luivanta  apparaitra  lur  la 
darniAra  imaga  da  chaqua  microficha.  salon  la 
cat:  la  tymbola  — ^  signifia  "A  SUIVRE".  la 
aymboia  ▼  aignifia  "FIN". 


Mapa,  plataa,  chant,  ate,  may  ba  filmad  at 
diffarant  raduction  ratioa.  Thoaa  too  larga  to  ba 
antiraly  includad  in  ona  axpoaura  ara  filmad 
baginning  In  tha  uppar  laft  hand  cornar,  laft  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  at  many  framaa  aa 
raquirad.  Tha  following  diagrama  illuatrata  tha 
mathod: 


Laa  cartaa,  planchaa.  tablaaux.  ate,  pauvant  atra 
filmta  t  dat  taux  da  raduction  diffirantt. 
Loraqua  la  documant  aat  trop  grand  pour  atra 
raproduit  an  un  taul  clicht,  il  att  filma  1  partir 
da  I'angla  tuptriaur  gaucha,  da  gaucha  t  droita. 
at  da  haut  an  baa,  an  pranant  la  nombra 
d'imagaa  nAcataaira.  Laa  diagrammas  luivants 
illuatrant  la  mithoda. 


1  2  3 


1  2  3 

4  5  6 


MICROCOPY    RESOIUTION    TEST   CHART 

(ANSI  ond  ISO  TEST  CHART  No.  2) 


A  APPLIED  IIVHGE    Inc 

^a-;  1653   Eost   Main   Street 

^^S  Rochester,   New   York         14609       USA 

■^=  (716)   482  -  0300  -  Phone 

^=  (716)   285  -  5989  -  Fa« 


TPAGEDY 

OF  THE 

3WM- 

BACKED 

PINTO 


A 


\\ 


» 


BV 

JOHN  INNES 


i^'^'^n 


n 


TPAGEDy 

OF  THE 

SWi&-MCKED 
PINTO  Jl 

John  Inne 


■\ 


09412)96 


P.D.Q.  Outfit,  1920. 


Dear  Publisher: 

I  got  my  "Sway-backed  Pinto"  verses  and  also  your 
letter  about  my  feet.  I'm  sending  the  verses  baclt  and 
want  to  state,  right  here,  that  my  fe<it  are  all  right 
What  are  you  fussing  about  my  feet  for,  anywav 
does  my  M.S.  loolc  as  though  I  wrote  with  them?      " 

Next,  you  want  to  know  what  the  verses  mean,  or  if 
they  have  a  moral.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  anvbodv 
who  can  squeeze  a  moral  out  of  the  "Pinto"  is  we'lcom'c 
to  keep  it.  I  did  think  of  running  in  something  quite 
original,  like  "Chickens  come  home  to  roost,"  as  a  sort 
of  a  moral,  till  I  sprung  the  idea  on  a  friend  of  mine 
who   raises   white   leghorns    and    has    a   lot   of   colored 

neighbors,  and  he  glares  at  me  and  says:  "The  h 1 

they  do!"    That  sort  of  discouraged  me,  so  I  cut  out 
the  moral  idea. 

Lastly,  you  want  the  stuff  dedicated  to  somebody. 
I  have  tried  to  dedicate  it  for  a  whole  week,  and  the 
mildest  thing  any  of  the  folks  I  thought  were  my  fricndi 
said  was  that  if  I  dedicated  anything  like  that  to  them 
it  would  be  my  last  act  in  this  Vale  of  Sin.  So  I  guess 
you  hnd  better  just  say  that  the  "Sway-backed  Pinto" 
IS  dedicated,  in  respectful  astonishment,  tn  cvervbodT 
who  pays  real  money  for  it. 

Tours  truly, 

(Signed)  John   Ixxes. 


PulliibeJ  by 

J.  A.  PATON  &  CO. 

Copyri.bt,  W.ib.njton,  D,  C,  USA     l«n 
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TRAGEDY 

OF  THE 

SWAY-BACKED 
PINTO 


By  John  Innes 


The  sway-backed  pinto  had  an  air  of  quiet 
introspection, 
His  eye  was  fixed  an'  glassy,  an'  of  a  china 
blue; 
He'd  hang  his  head  and  bat  his  ears  as  though 
in  deep  reflection. 
Just  like  he'd  never  done  a  thing  he  didn't 
ought  to  do. 


Tragedy  of  the  Sway-backed  Pinto 

The  sway-backed  pinto  had  a  sort  of  toggle- 
jointed  motion: 
He  sure  could  pitch  and  hump  hisself  most 
beautiful  to  see. 
He  'd  downed  old  Dave  an'  Andy — them  we 
soaked  in  healin'  lotion. 
He  bust  the  neck  of  Jerry — him  we  planted 
mournfullv. 


The  sway-backed  pinto's  record  was  a  mush 
of  horrid  actions; 
Of  kicks  an'  bites  an'  bruises  an'  a  heap  of 
things  to  boot; 
He  'd  took  the  Ten  Commandments  an'  he  'd 
smashed  them  all  to  fractions. 
So  we  turned  him  loose  an'  cussed  him  for 
a  useless,  buckin'  bnitc. 
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'J'rafjedy  of  the  Sway-backed  Pinto 

It  was  "Ichabod"  we  named  him,  as  beyond 
the  range  of  pity, 
lie  was  shunned  by  men  an'  iiosses,  like 
the  Author  of  all  Sin; 
Till  a  mining  man  came  snoopin'  round,  from 
some  far  eastern  city, 
Knquirin'  for  a  pack  boss — so  we  brought 
the  pinto  in. 


We  swore  that  beast  was  gentle  as  a  bhishin" 
country  .irgin; 
Jamb  full  of  tender  feelin's  an"  respect  for 
human  life: 
That  he'd  pack  an'  pull  like  blazes,  that  lie 
didn't  need  no  urgin', 
An  'd  been  used  for  totin'  eggs  to  town,  by 
Pete  Ijcchambre's  wife. 


Tragedy  of  the  Sway-hacked  Pinto 

That  miner  man  was  tickled,  like  a  school- 
boy with  a  nickle. 
He  said  he  had  be*  n  yearnin'  long  for  just 
tliat  kind  of  boss. 
Then  he  counted  forty  hills  out,  an'  our  tears 
began  to  trickle, 
As  we  wondered  if  he  had  a  wife  or  kids 
\p  mourn  bis  loss. 

Yks,  we  sold  that  sway-baci:ed  pinto  for  a 
bunch  of  cracklin'  dollars, 
An'  we  watched  him  o'er  the  landscape  till 
he  was  out  of  sight; 
Then  we  went  an'  purchased  "red-eye,"  an' 
it  naturally  follers 
We  didn't  do  no  work  that  day,  nor  didn't 
sleep  that  night. 
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Traffedy  of  the  Sway-backed  Pinto 

\Vk   squatted    round    tlie   eanip-Hi-c   an"    wc 
laughed  an'  joked  an'  hollered, 
An'  passed  around  the  pizen-jug,  as  blitlie 
as  bugs  in  May; 
An'  snorted  as  we  pondered  <in  the  I>oodIe  wj 
had  collared 
Foi-  the  sway-backed,  wall-eyed  circus  freak 
that  miner  took  a  way. 


Thk  skeeters  they  wsn;  bitin'   in   a   manner 
free  an'  fearful. 
Till  we  slapped  an'  cussed  like  pilgrims  as 
we  made  the  bottle  pass; 
An'  Pete  had  just  imbibed  enough  to  niuki- 
him  kind'r  tearful, 
When  we  hears  the  thud,  thud,  tluiddin'  of 
n  boss  upon  the  grass. 
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Tragedy  of  the  Sway-backed  Pinto 

Then   through  the  midnight  silence  cut  a 
sound  that  made  us  shiver; 
A  fearful,  shriekin',  shakin',  piercin',  ter- 
rifyin'  note. 
That  started  'way  up  high  an'  draggled  down- 
ward with  a  quiver — 
A  yell  we'd  heard  before — like  half  hyena, 
half  coyote. 


We  stared  at  one  another,  for  to  see  if  we 
was  dreamin'. 
The  skeeters  chawed  in  safety,  for  we  all 
forgot  to  smack. 
The    thuddin'    louder — louder.     Then    again 
that  horrid  screamin'. 
It   was!!    It   was!!!    We  knew  it.     That 
damnt-d  pinto  comin'  back. 


Tragedy  of  the  Sway-backed  Pinto 


We  could  hear  him  kick,  kick,  kickin'  at  the 
skeeters  as  he  travelled, 
His  ugly  head  came  bobbin'  up  within  the 
fire's  glow; 
His  bridle  was  all  busted  an'  his  tie-line  all 
unravelled. 
He  gave  a  squeal  an'  kick  or  two,  to  say 
that  we  must  go. 
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We  scrambles  round  an'  grabs  up  sticks 
rocks  an'  other  missiles, 
An'  Pete  pulls  out  his  gun,  as  Pinto  backs 
into  the  light; 
But  he  lowers  it  kind'r  sudden,  an'  points  an' 
sort'r  whistles: 
Then  we  spies  a  pack  strapped  to  him  that 
was  labelled,  "Dynamite." 
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Tragedy  of  the  Sway-backed  Pinto 

IIow  we  scooted  through  the  darkness  an' 
we  shivered  'mid  the  grasses. 
An'  we  pondered  on  the  Judgment  in  a  way 
that  wasn't  sweet; 
An'  we  cussed  that  sway-backed  pinto,  an'  v.e 
cussed  ourselves  for  asses. 
As  we  spied  our  bottles  gleamin'  all  amongst 
his  kickin'  feet. 


Then  Pete  he  rose  among  us,  an'  his  voice 
with  grief  did  quiver; 
He  says:  "Gents,  this  here's  a-gettin'  back 
agin  us  for  our  sin ; 
That  there  pinto  has  the  dead  drop  on  oin- 
grog,  an'  blow  .  ,y  liver. 
That  miner  was  a  stranger  an'  we  shorely 
took  him  in. 


Tragedy  of  the  Sway-backed  Pinto 
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"See  the  fruits,  you  sinful  long-horns!"  Then 
he  waved  towards  the  fire. 
An'  as  he  did  the  flames  leaped  up  with 
snappin'  an'  with  crack 
Like  pistol  shots.    One  ember  than  the  others 
shootin'  higher. 
Popped  out  and  stuck  amid  the  hair  upon 
the  pinto's  back. 


A  SQUEAL,  a  plunge,  a   flash!      Then    some- 
thing flung  us  on  our  faces. 
The  whole  earth  rocked  an'  reeled  awhile, 
the  air  was  full  of  smoke; 
We  seemed  to  sleep  through  ages  an'  to  pass 
through  endless  spaces. 
An'  the  early  dawn  was  breakin'  when  the 
gang  of  us  awoke. 


^^^^^^l  ?I*!?^ JSway-backed  Pinto 

The  fire  was  gone,  the  boss  was  gone.    Our 
clothes  was  awful  tattered. 
Pete  groaned,  an'  pointed  at  the  tallest  tree 
upon  the  ranch. 
We  looked,  an'  all  the  leaves  was  stripped, 
with  gore  the  trunk  was  spattered. 
An*  one  long  rag  of  pinto  hide  swayed  from 
the  topmost  bran^ch. 


We    wonder    if    bis    blowed-up    ghost    has 
reached  the  Heaven  of  Hosses, 
Or  if  his  china  eye  will  gleam  amongst  the 
speerit  nags. 
Pete  says  he'U  bet  he'll  kick  'bout  half  the 
planets  off  their  courses. 
An'  chaw  feathers  off  the  angels  what  l)riii<? 
round  the  feedin'  bags. 
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